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Newark Digitizer  

“Inspiring individual learning through innovation.” 

Team 9 End of Year Pizza Party– in person– 

RSVP required  

When? May 12th– 1:00-2:00 

____________________________________ 

For the month of May you may access the NCS 

Art Show here:  

https://vimeo.com/540117456/a2fde10f57 

SCHOOL EVENTS  

SUMMER SEND OFF 

Instead of our annual end-of-year picnic we will be doing a similar summer 
send-off here at NDA on May 19th from 10:00-2:00.  
 
Food and games provided. It’s going to be fun! Please join us! 
Only students can come this year, not families, due to Covid restrictions.  
 
*Note– This event will take place outside at NDA, NOT at The Grove this year.  



 

Alumni Spotlight 

 

Newark Digital Academy Alumna Spotlight: Olexis Woelk  
 

 
Q: What year did you graduate from NDA?  
A:     2019 
 
Q: What are you doing now (college, work, etc.?) 
A:  I am a dental assistant and going to college starting in October of 2021. 
 
Q: What are your plans for the future? 
A:   My plans for the future are to be a dental hygienist and the best mother / wife I can be.  
 
Q: What are some of the biggest ways your daily life has changed from you senior year in high school 
until now?  
A:   Since I was a senior I’ve grown in tremendous ways. I now have two kids, a fiancé, a dog, a roof over my 
head, and working my dream career.  
 
Q: Do you feel like your time at NDA helped prepare you for your future? If so, how? 
Yes, my time at NDA has prepared me for the future because of the amazing teachers they have. As well as the 
help given and offered. I always had all of my questions answered in full.  
 
What advice can you give to current NDA students? 
A:  My advice for current NDA students is to keep up on your school work. It is very important, even when it 
doesn’t seem like it. Also, always ask questions. There is never a “dumb question.”  
 
Q: What advice can you give to seniors who are about to graduate? 
A:  To the seniors, make sure you take your time on the last test of the year! And always take in every mo-
ment.  
 
Q: Is there anything else you would like to include in this interview? 
A:  Last thing I would like to say is thank you to every teacher at NDA for giving me the most wonderful 
school years of my life. If I could go back, I would.  
  
  



Alumni Spotlight 

Newark Digital Academy Alumna Spotlight: Sophie Spangler 
 
Q: What year did you graduate from NDA?  
A:     I graduated from NDA in 2018. 
 
Q: What are you doing now (college, work, etc.?) 
A:  I am currently going to school at Liberty University Online, and I recently changed my major to History. 
 
Q: What are your plans for the future? 
A:   My plans for the future are to finish my Bachelor’s and then eventually go on to get my Master’s. 
Though I’ve not made any final decisions, because of my love for school and learning, I have been seriously 
considering education as a possible path that I would like to take. Teaching the importance of history and 
government at the high school level is something I feel passionate about. 
 
Q: Do you feel like your time at NDA helped prepare you for your future? If so, how? 
A:   My time at NDA absolutely helped prepare me for my future. The academics were challenging and defi-
nitely helped prepare me for what college is like, but even more than that, they restored my confidence and 
gave me hope. When I came to NDA, I was so physically ill that I had not been able to attend school for 
many months, and I had fallen very behind. They went out of their way and above and beyond, doing what-
ever it took to help me get back on track, and it is because of their perseverance and unwillingness to give up 
on me that I can, and do, look at my future with confidence and hope. 
 
Q: What advice can you give to current NDA students? 
A:  The advice that I can give to current NDA students, besides the obvious things like work hard and don’t 
give up, is to think about and come to fully understand just how much your teachers care about you, and how 
much they want you to succeed. Never have I experienced so much kindness, patience, selflessness, and pas-
sion for learning and helping students overcome obstacles than I did at NDA. Teachers like this are few and 
far between, and you are blessed to have the opportunity to work with them, so be grateful and do not take 
this time you have with them for granted. If you have no motivation or desire to succeed right now, I prom-
ise that when you come to realize just how much these teachers care, you will want to succeed for them. 
 
Q: What advice can you give to seniors who are about to graduate? 
A:  My advice to seniors about to graduate would be, you do not have to have everything figured out or 
planned out. Also, you will change a lot in the first year out of high school, whether you go to college or not, 
and it’s hard. It’s just a hard time in life for everyone. People like to romanticize the first year out of high 
school and/or the first year of college with their grandiose plans and what they assume is going to be new-
found “freedom,” but most of the time it’s difficult and a bit awkward. That’s not to say that it’s not good at 
the same time though, because it is! Transitions, although necessary and good, are always just weird and dif-
ficult. So, don’t be too hard on yourself, and recognize that everyone else, whether they admit it or not, is 
feeling the same way. Also, one last thing, if you decide to go to college, don’t be like me and look at it as 
something you have to do before your life can actually get started. Your life started the moment you were 
born, and it is happening now, no matter what you’re doing, so enjoy it! Every stage of life has purpose, and 
is a blessing. 
 
Q: Is there anything else you would like to include in this interview? 
A:  I don’t think there’s anything else I would like to include in this interview besides saying thank you so 
much for asking me to be a part of it! I also just want to say that there are no words to express how grateful I 
am to the people at Newark Digital Academy. You have changed my life, and the life of my family, in more 
ways than one. 
  
  
 



                                                         

Student Columns 

Ambiance & Decadence 

By Carli Rettig 

For context, this piece is a short poem of mine. I wanted to branch out and work on my creative 
writing technique for this month’s edition of the school newspaper.  
 

Phoebe Bridgers on the radio, 

And you’re singing to that song, 

Encapsulated in your own ignorance, 

I’m tuned into your calypso, 

Being strung along, 

Trapped in this ambiance. 

 

I’m back to that night on the terrazzo, 

We stayed there night long, 

The moment of clairvoyance, 

You in your prettiest yellow, 

And I’m feeling headstrong, 

We’re draped in decadence. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summer Message 

By Hayden Flores 

 

''Summer: It’s like the world’s best story just waiting to be told.'' -Phineas and Ferb  

Like the song says, summer is a story just waiting for you to tell. I feel that summer can bring out 
the best in someone. Just as going hunting or relaxing with a book, it calms and unwinds people. 
Phineas and Ferb also says, ''Every day is a brand new day. Carpe diem.'' Just because it is the end 

of the school year doesn't mean you have to stop learning new things, like how to play a video 
game or ride a bike. Just remember that you can do anything if you put your mind to it.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

NCS Digital Senior Spotlight: Jade Borgersen-Burge 
 

 

Q: What are your plans following high school graduation (college, work, etc.?) 

A: I've gone back and forth between what I want to do after high school. I've thought about going to school to 

become a therapist, to become an art teacher, even a librarian. As I've thought more about it I think I want to 

go to school for cosmetology. 

 

Q: What are your broader goals for the future? 

A: My absolute main goals are just to live a happy and stable life. I want to do something I'm happy doing. 

 

Q: In what ways do you feel like your time at NCS Digital has helped prepare you for your future?  

A: I would not be graduating this year if it weren't for the help of the teachers at NDA. In my hardest mo-

ments, my teachers helped me succeed when I thought I wouldn't. My teachers have taken the time to build 

personal relationships with me, which at one point in my life was something I desperately needed. I'm very 

proud to say that I will be graduating from NDA.  

 

Q: What advice can you give to current NDA students? 

A: The best advice I could give is to just communicate and work with your teachers. Everyone at NDA is 

there to help you succeed and if you communicate, I promise that you will. 

 

Q: Is there anything else you would like to include in this interview? 

A: I just want to thank NDA as a whole for helping me achieve what I thought I couldn't. I don't think I would 

be graduating this year if it weren't for everyone who helped me through it. 
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Newark Digital Academy 

Graduation Instructions 2021 

  
Graduation Ceremony- Saturday, May 29th   – 10:00 a.m. White Field 

  
* If you plan to walk at graduation you MUST attend practice on Friday May 28th  

    (Graduation Practice will be held at 10 am on Friday May 28th at White Field) 
  

Graduation (Saturday May 29th)  
  

** Due to COVID 19 safety protocols, each graduate will receive 4 guest tickets for the graduation  
     ceremony. Tickets will be distributed during graduation practice and cannot be re-issued if lost.  
  

  
1. Assemble at White Field by 9:15 a.m. on May 29th. (traffic and parking will be difficult after 9:15 
am). 

  
2. Enter by the south gate (visitors’ side) and line up as instructed at practice. 
  
3. Diplomas will be handed out immediately following the ceremony under the goalposts at the east 
end of the field. 
  
4. Photographers are required to remain off the field during the ceremony.  If you want a graduation 
picture, re-enactment pictures may be taken at the podium by parents after the ceremony.    

  
5. In case of inclement weather: 
Graduation is Saturday May 29th at 10 am, If weather is bad it will be delayed in the following order: 
Saturday at 2 pm, then 6 pm. If all of Saturday is a rainout, we will move graduation to Sunday 2 pm, 
and then to 6 pm. Please visit the NCS Website for announcements and updates. Information will also be 
available on Twitter. 

  
  


